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“WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR ME: WHAT SHOULD I BECOME WHEN I GROW UP?”  (A 
PROPOSAL) 

 
 

 One of my best friends, let’s call him Romel, telephoned me the other day and told me he 

is still waiting for the will of God in what he should do for a lifetime vocation.  We have been 

friends for ten years and it seems like we have been discussing this issue since we met!  He has 

moved his family from state to state looking for “the will of God.”  What I got out of this recent 

conversation was that he does not have the confidence or the satisfaction that what he is now 

doing is what God wants.  My heart aches for my friend and my desire is to be an encouragement 

to him.  Why is he unsure of what to do?  Can we be sure that what we do is in alignment to the 

will of God?  If yes, then how?  Do we look for signs in the heavens to find God’s will?  Do we 

consult with the proverbial Gideon’s fleece in knowing what we should do?  Are there any 

concrete grounds to stand upon in figuring out what job to take or who to marry and where to 

live?  My major argument is that there are concrete principles we ought to practice so that we can 

be sure we are doing God’s will.  

 Like Romel, many Christians meander in life because they are confused about what they 

should do for a vocation, who they should marry, where they should live, etc. and etc.  As a 

result several end up going from job to job or ministry to ministry, much worse, going from 

Spouse 1 to Spouse 2 and from church here to church there.  Ask any young person or even the 

older Christian in the pews in your church about the will of God, and they will give you a blank 

stare, much less, take you to the Scripture and outline for you what they should become when 

they grow up.  "What is your life?" James asks.  It is like a vapor.  It appears for a while, then 

vanishes away.  We ought not waste it because the days are evil.  How not to waste it?  By 

knowing and doing God's will.  My prayer is to help anybody, especially my family and friends, 



understand God's will, so that they, too, can have a strong foundation for and bolder expression 

of their faith in God.  I desire to cultivate a confidence that what they are doing is in accordance 

to the will of God.  I hope to be a tour guide in looking at several passages in the Scripture that 

talk about God's will, and offer suggestions on how we ought to apply these Biblical principles in 

our quest for the meaning of life.  Thus, removing the confusion, living a healthy Spiritual life, 

and loving the vocations God has given us! 

 In his book, Finding God’s Will: A Pagan Notion? Bruce Waltke presents convincing 

evidences that finding God’s will is a bad notion, therefore, harmful to Christians.  It is a notion 

that ought not to be mentioned among Christians because God’s will is not lost.  It is revealed for 

us in the Bible.  As opposed to the Pagan kings in history and even the Old Testament saints, 

Christians today can know for sure what they should become as they grow up.  Waltke outlines 

several of the bad concepts of God’s will in history.  He then follows this up with how God dealt 

with and revealed what He wanted for persons like Abraham, Moses, and Jonah in the Old 

Testament.  In his conclusion, Waltke, like a doctor, signs off his prescriptions for his Christian 

patients a dose of searching the Scripture throughout life stages for a healthy life that is pleasing 

to God.  Author John F. MacArthur, Jr. piles up even more evidence that God’s will is not lost in 

his brief book entitled Found: God’s Will (Find the Direction and Purpose God Wants for Your 

Life).   

 To further support my hypothesis, I will be consulting the works of Tim LaHaye, 

Swindoll, Spurgeon and others.  Compared to the decisiveness of MacArthur, Swindoll takes the 

route of the mysteriousness of the will of God.  Swindoll uses the analogy of a big ship carrying 

all of God’s children to the ultimate destination of being conformed to the image of Christ.  In 

this big ship we may wander from room to room, possibly quarreling and squabbling one with 



another.  Ultimately, however, though some are hanging onto the rail of the boat for dear life, we 

will arrive at the predetermined destination.  It will be very interesting if one could weave these 

concepts together.  I will attempt this in my research paper. 

 Finally, I hope to take a closer look at my experience in reading Ecclesiastes, specifically 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, and put in writing a pivotal moment in my life.  Assuredly, it will not take 

a whole lot of space, but only to testify that knowing and doing God’s will for one’s life is 

indeed liberating and satisfying.  The ancient saint Job concurs,  “If they obey and serve him, 

they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures” (Job 36:11).   
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Your proposed topic appears interesting.  You may discover that you need more focus in 
this project; that is, you may need to narrow the topic to finding God’s will and marriage, finding 
God’s will and career, etc.  The preliminary bibliography and the plan of researching various 
scholarly sources both appear sound.  Remember that, in this paper, you will be presenting a 
variety of sources and scholars that will help to support and defend the argument that you choose 
concerning the best method to find God’s will.  You will also need to define opposing positions, 
those that you will concede and/or refute.  Please write me if you have any questions.  I look 
forward to working with you on this research project for the course. 
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